that is the great bulk of his complete works. Not
much of the considerable poetry and the many sermons
went unpublished thanks to the piety of his son, who
in addition collected more than a hundred letters.
Few could afford to buy a reprint of them all, and not
many would find time to read them all. So there must
be some selection. And since there is nothing of Donne
that i$ feeble, and very little that is without interest,
yet not much that can honestly be called easy reading,
it is difficult to know on what principle the selection is
to proceed. It seems to me that Mr, Scott has gone
about it the right way* He confesses to have made a
personal choice. At least he designs to please himself,
and wisely reckons this the best way to please the public*
So here you have most of the poetry, a handful of ser-
mons, and some samples of the letters, There is plenty
to enjoy, or at least enough to enable you to discover
precisely what joys Donne's writings can provide, In
proportion to the whole amount there are probably
more things here than in any author which you would
never have thought of and wish you had* The most
enthusiastic readers will perhaps be those who have a
taste for far-fetched things, Donne does fetch things <*
from afar, but he generally gets them safe home* And